books and articles on the extractive industries published in recent years, the complexities of oil exploitation in Mexico have received scant attention. Lisa Breglia's Living with Oil helps to fill this lacuna by offering a unique analysis of the extraction challenges faced by the Mexican parastatal company, Petroleros Mexicanos (PEMEX) -the eleventh largest oil company in the world -in a period of post-peak production and ground-breaking energy reform. The book combines sophisticated political-economic analysis of prospects for the Mexican oil industry in terms of global energy markets and hydro-carbon politics, with the author's rich ethnography among the coastal fisher communities of Isla Aguada, Campeche, south-eastern Mexico.
Through in-depth analysis of the fishers' experience of oil as both blessing and curse, Breglia presents the everyday concerns characteristic of oil-affected communities struggling to cope with injustices related to air, soil, and water pollution, and the uneven distribution of oil-related benefits and burdens.
The book is divided into three parts. It begins by analysing theoretical models of extractive economies, characterised by peaks and declines, linking them to discussion of the effects of extraction booms and busts on the fishing communities in Laguna de Términos, Campeche. changes associated with post-peak production and how they cope with environmental risks and social uncertainties related to shifting resource politics could have deepened analysis. Given that most studies of extractive economies in Latin America focus on peasant populations, it would have been enlightening to learn more about the struggles for environmental justice and social dignity among the frontline fishing populations.
Despite this small caveat, Living with Oil cogently deals with issues of great relevance to several disciplines and fields of research, including anthropology, development studies, environmental sciences, global studies, geography, and political sciences. It offers diverse challenges to conventional literature on resource extraction by urging us to pay closer attention to the complex forces that come into play when oil extraction confronts frontline communities.
It is highly recommended to natural and social scientists, policymakers, development experts, environmental activists and social-justice advocates, as well as to anyone interested in critical analyses of global governance, extractive industries, local livelihoods, and concerns for human rights and social justice in the contested territories of resource exploitation.
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